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SUBJECT: SPANISH SAHARA: GOM 1957 RESERVATIONS AND US 
ECONOMIC POLICY ON SPANISH SAHARA 

REF: A) RABAT 4539 (NOTAL); B) RABAT 4593; 

C) RABAT 16 OF 1/3/72; D) RABAT 175 OF 1/12/72; 

E) STATE 12038 OF 1/22/72 

1. REF A REFERRED TO MOROCCAN RESERVATIONS ON SAHARA 
EXPRESSED TO USG IN 1957 AND ASKED DEPT. FOR DETAILS. 

DEPT. POUCHING INR STUDY AND MEMCONS RECORDING DEMARCHES 
OF THEN UN DELEGATE AHMED LARAKI, WHICH STATED GOM'S 
REFUSAL TO ACCEPT BOUNDARY OF SPANISH SOUTHERN ZONE, 
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BOUNDARY OF MOROCCO. 

2. REFS A AND B REQUESTED BACKGROUND AND GUIDANCE ON 
US ECONOMIC POLICY TOWARDS SPANISH SAHARA. REF C 
REPORTED THEN MOROCCAN FONMIN FILALI'S DEMARCHE TO 
AMBASSADOR ROCKWELL ON DECEMBER 31, 1971, WHICH 
EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT SPANISH MIGHT BE LOOKING FOR US 
FIRMS TO PARTICIPATE IN MARKETING SAHARAN PHOSPHATES. 
REF D REQUESTED DEPT'S GUIDANCE ON REPORTS OF US FIRMS' 
INVOLVEMENT IN EXPLOITATION OF SAHARAN PHOSPHATES. 

3. IN DEPTEL 12038 OF JAN. 22, 1972 (REF E), DEPT. 

REPORTED IT UNAWARE OF ANY SPANISH APPROACHES TO US 
COMPANIES FOR PHOSPHATE MARKETING ASSISTANCE AT THAT 
TIME AND THAT THERE WAS NO PRIVATE US FINANCIAL 
INVESTMENT IN MINING SAHARAN PHOSPHATES. SITUATION IS 
SAME TODAY. REF E ALSO AUTHORIZED EMBASSY TO TELL GOM 
(AND ALGERIAN GOVERNMENT) THAT "IF ANY US COMPANIES 
SHOULD SEEK USG ADVICE REGARDING PARTICIPATION IN 
EXPLOITATION SAHARAN PHOSPHATES, WE WOULD ALERT THEM 
TO POSSIBLE COMPLICATIONS WHICH COULD ARISE FROM 
INVESTMENT IN AREA WHOSE FUTURE STATUS HAS NOT YET 
BEEN DETERMINED. WE COULD NOT PREVENT SUCH 
PARTICIPATION, HOWEVER, IF COMPANY DECIDED TO GO AHEAD." 
THIS CONTINUES TO BE US POLICY TODAY. 

4. ASSUME EMBASSY HAS REFTELS. IF NOT, PLEASE ADVISE 
AND DEPT. WILL POUCH COPIES. INGERSOLL 
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